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(Pictured: Dartmoor Prison, Devon, England)  
 
This course analyses the rise of the carceral state, with a geographical focus on Europe, the 
United States, Canada, Australia, the colonial Caribbean, and colonial Latin America. We will 
begin the course by analyzing the rise of the prison in Europe, and we will end by discussing 
today’s prison abolitionist movement, paying particular attention to recent calls for the release of 
prisoners in the wake of COVID-19, the effects of which have been felt especially acutely by 
incarcerated persons. Other topics we will cover include the following: European precursors to 
the modern prison; the history of prison reform; the incarceration of women and the rise of the 
women’s prison; the colonial prison; the nexus of slavery, emancipation, and incarceration in the 
US and the Caribbean; and other carceral sites, especially the ICE detention center, the Japanese 
internment camp, and the Nazi concentration camp. This course’s emphasis on prisons in the 
European colonial world will allow us to interrogate the idea of the West as a discrete, isolatable 
category and location.  
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Learning Objectives 
 
Students will: 
 

• Learn where, why, and how the modern prison emerged 
• Explore the genealogies of a wide range of carceral sites 
• Explore theoretical questions about the concepts of the West and modernity 
• Read texts from a variety of disciplines, including history, sociology, human 

geography, and political theory 
• Produce a number of short writing assignments and a research poster 
• Engage in critical discussion with peers 

 
Meeting Times  
 
Days marked by the symbol § (Mondays and Thursdays) will meet from 9:00-11:00 am EST. 
Days marked by the symbol Æ (Tuesdays) will meet from 1:00-3:00 pm EST. All 
meetings/lectures will be posted to Sakai.  
 
Required Readings 
 
All readings for this course will be posted on Sakai, can be found online, or are available through 
the library portal. 
 
Grading 
 

• FlipGrid Videos (5%): Five times throughout the course, students will be asked to post 
a short video (5 min. or less) of themselves responding to a prompt on FlipGrid, a free 
video app., to be shared with the class. These videos are a perfect opportunity to share 
your thoughts or ask questions about the course material. The point isn’t to be polished 
and perfect—the point is to share your thoughts on the material in a relaxed and informal 
way. If you feel uncomfortable appearing on video, please speak to me so that alternate 
arrangements can be made. Due 8 am EST intermittently.  

• Attendance and Participation (10%): Students are required to attend and participate in 
five class meetings of their choosing. The first class meeting (June 29th) does not count as 
part of this requirement. To receive credit, you must show up on time and stay for the 
whole meeting!  

• Sakai Posts (10%): Five times throughout the course, students will post a paragraph 
(150-200 words) to Sakai responding to the assigned readings, and also respond to 
another student’s post (25-50 words). These posts are another opportunity to ask 
questions and share thoughts about the material. Due 8 am EST intermittently.  

• Primary Source Scavenger Hunt (5%): Students will complete an activity that requires 
them to find primary sources through the rich collection of online primary source 
databases to which Duke has access. Due 5 pm EST on July 8th.    

• Response Papers (20%): Two times throughout the course, students will be asked to 
write 2-3-page response papers that engage with selected readings, putting the readings in 
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conversation with each other, pulling out key themes, and evaluating their strengths and 
weaknesses.  Due 5 pm EST on July 10th and July 24rd.  

• Glossary (20%): Students will be asked to create a glossary of four key terms (events, 
people, or ideas) from the course, providing the following: a definition of each term, an 
explanation of its historical, sociological, or theoretical significance, and an analysis of 
what other concepts it connects with. Each glossary entry should be 250-300 words long. 
Due 5 pm EST on July 22nd.   

• Primary Source Analysis (30%): Each student will select a primary source document to 
analyze using course materials. Everyone will post a photograph of their chosen 
document, with their analysis underneath, on our public-facing course website. Your 
analysis should be 800-1000 words in length. A draft of your primary source analysis is 
due on July 30th, to be posted to Sakai so that it can receive feedback from peers and from 
me. The final product is due 5 pm EST on August 6th.   

• Extra Credit: The following extra-credit assignments will allow students to improve 
their final course grade by one-third of a letter grade (so a B+ becomes an A-, and so on). 
You may choose one of three options:  

o Option 1: Use the hashtag #HistPrison to tweet about our guest lectures (there are 
five in total). In order to receive full credit, you must post at least one tweet for 
each guest lecture, by 5 pm the following day. Tweets can consist of a quote 
from the lecture, a short re-cap of the lecture, or a point raised that you found 
interesting. (NB: you can tweet about a lecture even if you do not attend it.) 

o Option 2: Write reflections, 150-200 words in length, on at least two of our guest 
lectures, to be posted to our public-facing class website. (Again, note that you do 
not need to virtually attend a lecture in order to write about it.) Due 5 pm the day 
following the lecture.  

o Option 3: In addition to the five class meetings you are required to attend, you 
may attend and participate in three additional meetings for extra credit. (To be 
clear, anyone can attend as many classes as they want! But you only need to 
attend and participate in three to receive extra credit.)   

 
Detailed assignment sheets for the primary source scavenger hunt, response papers, primary 
source analysis, and glossary can be found under the Assignments tab on Sakai. I will go over 
each of these assignments in class.   
 
All writing assignments must adhere to the following specifications: 12 pt. font, Times or Times 
New Roman, double-spaced, 1” margins.  
 
Late Assignments Policy   
 
FlipGrid videos and Sakai posts are due by 8 am EST on their due dates. All other assignments— 
the primary source activity, response papers, primary source analysis, glossary, and extra credit 
options 1 and 2—must be submitted by 5 pm EST on their due dates. If you are not in the EST 
time zone, please do the necessary time conversion to ensure that you submit your assignments 
on time. 
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Unless you have been granted explicit permission for an extension, a third of a letter grade per 
day will be deducted from late assignments. So, for example, an A paper submitted a day late 
would receive an A-. Submitted two days late, it would receive a B+, and so on. Late papers will 
not be accepted later than four days, including Saturday and Sunday, after the due date. FlipGrid 
videos and Sakai posts will not be accepted late, so get them in on time! 
 
All writing assignments, with the exception of the primary source analysis, which you will post 
on our class WordPress site, must be submitted through Dropbox on Sakai. Please do not email 
me your work.   
 
Rewrite Policy 
 
Every student has the ability to rewrite one of their two response papers for up to an additional 
letter grade. For example, a student who receives a C+ on their paper can rewrite it for a chance 
to receive up to a B+. Rewrites are due one week after you have received back your paper. If you 
wish to rewrite your essay, I would strongly suggest that you make an appointment with me to 
discuss your revision plan!  
 
Writing Studio  
 
Students are encouraged to make full use of the services Duke University provides, including the 
services of the Thompson Writing Program (TWP) Writing Studio. Please visit the TWP website 
for more information about the Writing Studio and to schedule an online appointment: 
https://twp.duke.edu/twp-writing-studio.  
 
Readings 
 
The reading load for this course is heavy (roughly 100 pages per week), so you should expect to 
devote at least thirty minutes outside of class each day to reading the assigned material. Some of 
the texts we will be reading are very difficult. The good news is that we will go over each 
assigned text in class in careful detail, so if you find any of the readings confusing, don’t 
worry—confusion is nothing to be ashamed of. It’s part of the learning process. If we were born 
knowing and understanding everything, there would be no reason to go to school.  
 
All of the readings are available online or under the Resources tab on Sakai, so you are not 
expected to purchase any materials for this course.  
 
Office Hours 
 
I hold Zoom office hours meetings by appointment. If you ever feel confused by the readings, or 
just curious to discuss the course content in further depth with me, please do not hesitate to make 
an appointment, using this link: [link]. No issue is too big or too small for an appointment. 
Holding office hours is part of my job, and I would be happy to meet with you.  
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Email 
 
I will respond to all emails within 24 hours, excluding weekends. Email should be used for basic 
communications only. More complex questions pertaining to the course material should be 
addressed in FlipGrid videos, Sakai posts, or via a Zoom office hours meeting with the 
instructor.  
 
Classroom Etiquette 
 
The issues and ideas we are going to be discussing over our six weeks together are controversial. 
Sometimes, we will disagree with each other. Sometimes, we will disagree with the material we 
read. That is okay. However, students are expected to come to class having engaged with the 
readings in good faith, and prepared to treat each other—and me—with respect. I will do the 
same for you.  
 
Accessibility  
 
I strive to create a welcoming and inclusive environment for all students. According to the Duke 
Disability Management System, students with disabilities are entitled to “reasonable, necessary, 
and appropriate accommodations in a timely manner.” If you have an accommodation need, 
please talk to me about it at your earliest convenience, and if necessary, schedule an appointment 
with a Student Disability Access Office staff member. I will do everything I can to ensure that 
your needs are met and that your work is evaluated fairly. If you are experiencing stress or 
anxiety related to the workload for this class, please talk to me.  
 
Academic Honesty  
 
I expect you to adhere to the Duke Community Standard. Plagiarism, which consists of 
representing another’s words or ideas as one’s own, will be treated as a serious offense and result 
in your being reported to the Office of Student Conduct. Please see the following website to 
learn more about plagiarism, and how to avoid it: https://library.duke.edu/research/plagiarism/. 
We will discuss this further in class. 

 
 

Readings Schedule 
 

Unit 1: The Birth of the Prison 
 
§ Monday, June 29: No readings.  
 
Æ Tuesday, June 30: Peter Linebaugh, The London Hanged: Crime and Civil Society in the 
Eighteenth Century (selections). 
 
§ Thursday, July 2: Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison 
(selections). Sakai post (#1) due @ 8 am. 
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Unit 2: Prison Reform  
 
§  Monday, July 6: No readings. FlipGrid video (#1) due @ 8 am.  
 
Æ  Tuesday, July 7: Annette Louise Bickford, Southern Mercy: Empire and American 
Civilization in Juvenile Reform, 1890-1944 (selections). Guest lecture by Annette Bickford, 
Associate Professor, Interdisciplinary Social Science, Department of Social Science, York 
University.  
 
Primary source scavenger hunt due Wednesday, July 8 @ 5 pm (Dropbox). 
 
Unit 3: Gender and Incarceration 
 
§ Thursday, July 9: Elena Serrano, “Sex and Prisons: Women and Spanish Penitentiary 
Reform, 1787-1808.” Guest lecture by Jess Issacharoff, Postdoctoral Fellow in Law and Society 
at the Newcomb College Institute at Tulane University.  
 
Response paper (#1) due Friday, July 10 @ 5 pm (Dropbox).  
 
§  Monday, July 13: Joy Damousi, Depraved and Disorderly: Female Convicts, Sexuality and 
Gender in Colonial Australia (selections). FlipGrid video (#2) due @ 8 am. 
 
Unit 4: The Colonial Prison   
 
Æ Tuesday, July 14: Jacqueline Mercier Allain, “They Are Quiet Women Now: Hair Cropping, 
British Imperial Governance, and the Gendered Body in the Archive.” 
 
§ Thursday, July 16: Dior Konaté, Prison Architecture and Punishment in Colonial Senegal 
(selections). FlipGrid video (#3) due @ 8 am. 
 
Unit 5: Slavery, Emancipation, and Incarceration 
 
§ Monday, July 20: Dawn P. Harris, Punishing the Black Body: Marking Social and Racial 
Structures in Barbados and Jamaica (selections). Sakai post (#2) due @ 8 am. 
 
Æ  Tuesday, July 21: Sarah Haley, No Mercy Here: Gender, Punishment, and the Making of Jim 
Crow Modernity (selections). 
 
Glossary due Wednesday, July 22 @ 5 pm (Dropbox). 
 
Unit 6: Other Carceral Sites  
 
§ Thursday, July 23: Hannah Arendt, Origins of Totalitarianism (selections); Primo Levi, The 
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Gray Zone (selections); Karin Orth, “Camps” (optional). Guest lectures by Thomas Prendergast 
and Bill Sharman, PhD Candidates in the Department of History, Duke University.  
 
Response paper (#2) due Friday, July 24 @ 5 pm (Dropbox). 
 
§ Monday, July 27: Pamela Sugiman, “'These Feelings That Fill My Heart’: Japanese 
Canadian Women's Memories of Internment.” FlipGrid video (#4) due @ 8 am. 
 
Æ Tuesday, July 28: Kristina Schull, “‘A Recession-Proof Industry’: Reagan’s Immigration 
Crisis and the Birth of the Neoliberal Security State”; Eladio Bobadilla, “Creating a 
Humanitarian Crisis—While Ignoring US History.” Guest lecture by Eladio Bobadilla, Assistant 
Professor of History, University of Kentucky.  
 
Unit 7:  Mass Incarceration and Prison Abolition  
 
§ Thursday, July 30: Naomi Murakawa, The First Civil Right: How Liberals Built Prison 
America (selections). Sakai post (#3) due @ 8 am. Draft of primary source analysis due @ 5 
pm (Sakai).  
 
Peer feedback on primary source analysis due Friday, July 31 @ 5 pm. 
 
§ Monday, August 3: Ruth Wilson Gilmore, Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis, and 
Opposition in Globalizing California (selections). Sakai post (#4) due @ 8 am. 
 
Æ Tuesday, August 4: Angela Y. Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? (selections); any article of your 
choice on DemocracyNow.Org on incarceration and COVID-19 
(https://www.democracynow.org/topics/prison). FlipGrid video (#5) due @ 8 am. 
 
§ Thursday, August 6: No readings. Sakai post (#5) due @ 8 am. Primary source analysis 
due @ 5 pm (WordPress).  
 
  


