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CULANTH 140/HIST 140/POLSCI 140 Modern European Empires 
Summer 2022 

 
Final Project:  

Primary Source Analysis 
 

Due Dates 
 

Proposal due at 11:59 PM EST on 7/22/22 (Sakaià Assignments)  
Draft due at 11:59 PM EST on 7/29/22 (Sakaià Discussions)  
Peer-Review Worksheet due 11:59 PM EST on 8/2/22 (Email)  

Final due at 2 PM EST on 8/7/22 (SakaiàAssignments) 
Presentation at 2 PM EST on 8/7/22 

 
 

This assignment has a number of steps. They are as follows: 
 

1. Plan Ahead: Look at all the due dates listed above and put them in your calendar. Do not 
be alarmed by the number of due dates. Once you read through this whole assignment, 
you will see that it is actually very straightforward.  

2. Select a primary source using the research tools that we learned about. Your source can 
be either digital or one that you looked at in-person at the Rubenstein. Your source can be 
almost anything: an image (photograph, drawing, cartoon, etc.), a newspaper article, a 
letter, a diary entry, any sort of government document—the list goes on and on. 

3. Unpack your source. Who created it, and when? Who do you think was the intended 
audience? What do you think was the purpose?  

4. Contextualize your source. Using at least three outside (i.e. not assigned in our class) 
scholarly secondary sources (e.g. a journal article or book), consider the following: what 
does this source tell us about the period in which it was produced? What does the source 
tell us about the history of European imperialism? What is its significance? I want you to 
make an argument about the significance of the source. You are absolutely permitted to 
use readings assigned in our class, but you are not required to. If you choose to do so, this 
will not count as an “outside” scholarly source. You are going to want to provide the 
reader with significant background information about the period under investigation.  

 
Here is an in-depth look at each due date:  
 

• Proposal: On 7/22, you are to upload a final project proposal to Sakai via Assignments. 
Your proposal does not have to be a very formal document. I simply want to see what 
source you have chosen, a clear statement of your proposed topic, and four or five 
questions that you wish to explore. 

• Drafts: On 7/29, you are to upload a draft of your analysis to Sakai under Discussions. 
There is no length requirement for your draft: you can submit as little as an outline and as 
much as a full-length draft. You will get credit either way. However, this is the only draft 
I am going to read and your only opportunity to receive feedback before the final is due. 
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Therefore, I would suggest that you take this step seriously and submit as complete of a 
draft as possible so that I am able to offer robust feedback.  

• Peer-Review: I will assign each student a partner whose work to comment on. In order to 
facilitate the review process, I will give everyone a worksheet to complete 
(SakaiàDiscussions). You will have until the night of 8/2 to email your filled-out 
worksheet to your peer. I will also be reading everyone’s work and sending comments by 
8/2. When you email your worksheet to your peer, please copy Jacqueline 
(jma94@duke.edu)! Make sure that the subject heading of your email says HIST140 
Peer-Review. What I am looking for is evidence that you have thoroughly read your 
peer’s work and made an earnest effort to provide helpful feedback. 

• Final Version: The final version of your project is due at 2 PM on 8/7. It should be 
submitted through Assignments on Sakai.  

• Presentation: During our final exam block (2-5 PM, 8/7), students are to give brief 
presentations on their projects. Please note that the presentation is intended to be very 
casual. I am not asking you to create a PowerPoint, or even really to prepare for it in any 
way. All I want you to do is talk to the class about your project—the source you chose, 
and what you learned. Very simple and straightforward. This is not meant to be stressful! 
If you are in a time zone that prevents you from meeting during our exam block, please 
speak to me.  

 
Specifications 
 

• Readings should be cited using footnotes according to the 16th or 17th Edition of the 
Chicago Manual of Style. The project must also contain a bibliography.  

• Files should be saved as Word documents and titled LastName_FP and uploaded to Sakai 
via Assignments.  

• Assignment should total 7-8 pages, excluding the bibliography, and should be written in 
12-pt. Times or Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with 1” margins. 

• Read the document I have created titled "Tips for Academic Writing" (Resourcesà  
Miscellaneous) for guidelines on how to write in an academic style. 

 
Evaluation 
 
This project is worth 60 points. You automatically earn three points for handing in your 
proposal, four points for submitting a draft and peer-review worksheet, and three points for your 
presentation. The remain 50 points will be allotted according to the rubric on the next page of 
this document.  
 

Item Due Date Points Value 
Proposal 7/22/2022 3 
Draft 7/29/2022 2 
Peer-Review Worksheet 8/2/2022 2 
Presentation 8/7/2022 3 
Final Project 8/7/2022 50 


