
HIST140s 
Summer 2022 

Glossary Assignment  

Due Tuesday, July 19, 2022 at 11:59 PM EST 

Please create a glossary of five terms selected from the following list: 

• Atlantic slavery 
• Coloniality  
• Empire  
• Garifuna  
• Haitian Revolution  
• Holy Roman Empire 
• Imperialism  
• Limpieza de sangre 
• Russian Empire 

Entries should be 250-300 words in length. (Therefore, the total length of this assignment ranges 
from 1250-1500 words.) Each entry must contain two major ingredients: a definition of the term, 
and an explanation of its significance. In other words, how does your term relate to the broader 
history of or theorization of modern European imperialism? I would suggest structuring entries 
as follows: spend the first 100 words or so giving the definition, and then devote the remaining 
150- 200 words to the significance. Each entry should draw from at least one reading and at least 
one lecture. I repeat: each entry should draw from at least one reading and at least one lecture. It 
would also be a good idea to cite any relevant primary sources that we have analyzed in class. 	

Specifications:  

• Readings should be cited using footnotes according to Chicago Style.	
• Lectures should be cited as follows: Allain, “Title of Lecture” (lecture), date.	
• You do not need to create a bibliography. 	
• Files should be saved as Word documents and titled LastName_Glossary and uploaded to 

Sakai. 	
• Assignment should be written in 12-pt. Times or Times New Roman font, double-spaced, 

with 1” margins.	

Tips for Success:	

• You need to assume that the person reading this assignment knows very little about the 
topic you are writing about. Therefore, err on the side of detail. What information would 
they need to know to understand what you are talking about?	

• Everything you need to complete this assignment can be found in the course material, 
from assigned readings to lectures. Please do not turn to outside sources to complete this 
assignment. 	



• Since each entry is short, you should keep quotations to a minimum. That does not mean 
that you cannot use quotations—but before you do, ask yourself, “is there any way I 
could say this in my own words? Would putting this in my own words dilute the meaning 
of what is being said?” Block quotes should not be used. 	

• Avoid the use of contractions (don’t, can’t, won’t, etc.)—spell words out (do not, cannot, 
will not). 	

• Students are encouraged to make full use of the services Duke University provides, 
including the services of the Thompson Writing Program (TWP) Writing Studio. Please 
visit the TWP website for more information about the Writing Studio and to schedule an 
appointment. Appointments can be conducted online or in person. If you choose to make 
use of this service, I would encourage you to ask your consultant (tutor) to send a report 
to me, though this is not a requirement.  

Evaluation 
 
This assignment is worth 50 points; 10 points per entry. Please see the rubric on the following 
page for a sense of how I will score each entry. 
 
OPTIONAL: Draft 
 
If you would like to receive feedback on your work, you have the option of submitting a draft of 
two of your entries (not all five) to me by 7/15 for me to take a look at over the weekend and 
hand back to you by 7/18. If you hand a draft in earlier, I can give you feedback earlier. This is 
entirely optional, but recommended.  
 
 
 


