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Writing 101: Feminism Around the World 

Instructor Jacqueline Allain  

 

Essay Assignment 
 

Draft due 2/23/2022 in class 

Peer Review Worksheet due 2/23/2022 by email at 11:59 pm  

Final due 3/16/2022 in class 

 
Please choose a prompt from the following list: 

 
o Prompt 1: How have writers we have encountered this semester elucidated the ways that 

colonial projects entail the re-working of colonized subjects’ bodies and minds, 

particularly with regard to gender, sexuality, and the family? Draw from (1) Hodge, (2) 

TallBear, and (3) Alexander. You may also wish to draw from any of our readings in Unit 

5, as well as the two articles we read in class on gay rights in the Caribbean, but you are 

not required to. 

o Prompt 2: How do both imperial projects and, at times, identity-based anti-imperial 

projects contribute to the reification of cultural difference? How have writers we have 

encountered this semester problematized these forms of reification, while also 

acknowledging difference? Draw from (1) Abu-Lughod, (2) Mojab, and (3) either Aly or 

Marshood and Alsanah. You may also reference Qutami and Jahshan, if you wish.  

o Prompt 3: How has the work we have encountered this semester theorized agency, even 

without directly naming it, particularly with regard to sexuality and sex work? What does 

this concept offer us, and what are its limitations? Draw from: (1) “Red Canary Song 

Response to Shootings at Gold Massage Spa, Young’s Asian Massage, & Aroma Therapy 

Spa,” (2) one or both of the assigned Red Nation podcast episodes, and (3) Phipps. You 

may also cite the open letter “Sex Worker Rights and Decolonial Struggle.”  

 

When I say “draw from,” what I mean is that I want you to use the assigned texts to craft an 
argument. You are going to have to do some summarizing, but merely summarizing the texts 

will not suffice. Instead, you are to put the texts in conversation with each another, addressing 

how each author approaches a given set of questions, and how, perhaps, the authors differ from 

one another. What insights do they offer? Where, if at all, do you depart from them?  

 

Requirements: 
• The essay must be 4-5 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, Times or Times New Roman, 

1” margins. 

• The essay does not need to follow the standard five-paragraph format many students 

learn in high school. That said, it should contain an introduction that states the argument, 

body paragraphs that support the argument, and a concluding paragraph that ties 

everything together.  

• Your essay must have a title. “Essay” will not do! 

• Readings should be cited parenthetically in-text using MLA format: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_g 

uide/mla_in_text_citations_the_basics.html.  
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Other Guidelines (Please read—do not skip this part!) 
• Everything you need to write this essay can be found in the course material. I would 

discourage you from turning to outside sources to complete this assignment. However, 

exceptions can be made: if there is an outside source that you strongly wish to use (e.g. a 

relevant news article), please speak to me.  

• Because this essay draws exclusively from course materials, you are not required to 

create a bibliography.  

• Think carefully about audience. Though no one outside of our class is going to read this 

essay, I want you to pretend that you are writing for a curious but relatively uninformed 

audience. Imagine you were writing this for a friend who knows what feminism means, 

but is less familiar with some of the more esoteric concepts we have been discussing. 

What would you need to do to help that friend understand your argument? Among other 

things, you would probably want to define key terms and provide short introductions to 

each of the texts under analysis—without, of course, getting bogged down in 

summarization.  

• You should keep quotations to a minimum. That does not mean that you cannot use 

quotations, but before you do, ask yourself, “is there any way I could say this in my own 

words? Would putting this in my own words dilute the meaning of what is being said?” 

Block quotations should not be used. If you do choose to use quotations, be sure to 

analyze and unpack them.  

• This is not very important (it will not affect your grade), but please avoid the use of 

contractions (don’t, can’t, won’t, etc.)—spell words out (do not, cannot, will not). 

 
Grading 
This assignment is worth 40 points, or 20% of your final grade. As outlined above, on 2/23, we 

will be doing in-class peer review workshops. On this day, everyone is required to bring two 

hard copy drafts of their essay to class: one for me to collect, one for your peer to review. You 

are also required to fill out a peer review worksheet. Collectively, this will earn you 4 points. 

The remaining 36 points will be awarded according to the rubric on p. 3 of this assignment 

sheet. 

 

Peer-Review Workshop  
On the day of the workshop, you are to bring two copies of your draft to class: one for me to 

collect and offer you feedback on, and one to share with your partner for peer-review. 

 

I will randomly break the class up into pairs for peer-review. In order to facilitate the review 

process, I will give everyone a worksheet to complete and give to their partner. You will have 

until 11:59 pm EST that night to complete your worksheet and email it to your partner. When 
you email it to your partner, please copy me (jma94@duke.edu). What I am looking for is 

evidence that you have thoroughly read your peer’s work and made an earnest effort to provide 

helpful feedback.  

 

Writing Studio 
Appointments can be made here: https://twp.duke.edu/twp-writing-

studio/appointments/appointment. I would strongly encourage you to make use of this excellent 

service.  


