
HIST/ICS 179 Capitalism and its Critics 
Instructor: Jacqueline Allain 

Fall 2020 
 

Essays  
 

❊ Prompts 
 

Essay 1 Prompts (Choose ONE):  
 
1. According to Luxemburg and Rodney, how are capitalism and imperialism linked? 

To respond to this prompt, draw on Luxemburg, Rodney, and Locke.  
2. Analyzing Smith and Marx, and drawing on at least one lecture, explain the link 

between capitalism and classical liberal thought.  
 

Due 11:59 pm on Sunday, September 6. Worth 10% of course grade.  
 
Essay 2 Prompts (Choose ONE):  
 

1. Drawing on Thompson, Dickens, and at least one lecture, explain how British 
industrialization created the need to instill new forms of work discipline into laborers. 

2. Drawing on at least two of our readings on 9/30/20 or Williams, as well as at least 
one lecture, explain the relationship between capitalism and slavery.   

3. How did the Great Depression challenge the US state to reform capitalism, and to 
what extent was capitalism deemed reformable by its critics? Draw on Rauchway and 
Kelley. 

4. What is the link between chattel slavery and Asian indentured servitude? Draw on 
Williams, Manjapra, and at least one lecture. (Hint: the lecture in which I describe 
racial capitalism is probably the most useful.)  

 
Due 11:59 pm on Sunday, Oct. 25. Worth 10% of course grade. 

 
Essay 3 Prompts (Choose ONE):  
 

1. How do Spivak and Sen address gender and development? How do their approaches 
differ, and whose do you find more convincing? Draw on Sen, Spivak, and at least 
one lecture.  

2. Drawing on Hartman, Berry and Gross, and at least one lecture, analyze Black 
women’s relationship to (re)productive labor—waged and unwaged—in slavery and 
freedom.   

3. How does neoliberal thought conceptualize freedom? Draw on Friedman, Foucault, 
and at least one lecture.  

 
Due by 11:59 pm on Sunday, Nov. 9. Worth 10% of course grade. 
 

 



❊ Requirements: 
 

• Each essay must be 4-5 pages, double-spaced, 12 pt. font, Times or Times New Roman, 
1” margins. 

• Each of your essays must have a title. “Essay 1” will not do! 
• Files should be saved as Word documents and titled LastName_Essay1/2/3 and uploaded 

to Dropbox.  
• Readings should be cited parenthetically in-text using MLA format: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_g 
uide/mla_in_text_citations_the_basics.html. You do not need to create a bibliography.  

• Lectures should be cited as follows: (Allain, “Title of Lecture” (lecture), date). 

❊ Other Guidelines  

• Everything you need to write these essays can be found in the course material, from 
assigned readings to lectures. I would discourage you from turning to outside sources to 
complete this assignment. However, exceptions can be made: if there is an outside source 
that you strongly wish to use (e.g. a relevant news article), please speak to me.  

• You must draw primarily from the readings specified in your chosen prompt. However, if 
you would like to draw from other course readings (not specified in the prompt), that is 
completely fine.  

• You should keep quotations to a minimum. That does not mean that you cannot use 
quotations—but before you do, ask yourself, “is there any way I could say this in my own 
words? Would putting this in my own words dilute the meaning of what is being said?” 
Block quotes should not be used. If you do choose to use quotations, be sure to analyze 
and unpack them. 	

• This is not very important (it will not affect your grade), but please avoid the use of 
contractions (don’t, can’t, won’t, etc.)—spell words out (do not, cannot, will not).	

❊ Writing Studio 
 
Appointments can be made here: https://twp.duke.edu/twp-writing-
studio/appointments/appointment. I would strongly encourage you to make use of this 
excellent service.  
 

❊ Re-Writes	

Every student has the ability to rewrite one of their three essays for up to an additional letter 
grade. For example, a student who receives a C+ on their paper can rewrite it for a chance to 
receive up to a B+. Rewrites are due one week after you have received back your paper. If 
you wish to rewrite your essay, I would strongly suggest that you make an appointment with 
me to discuss your revision plan



 


