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 Cultural Anthropology/History/Political Science/Sociology 140s:  

Empires in Modern European History 
 

June 27-August 4, 2022 
9:30-10:45 AM EST, M-F 

Allen 318/Zoom 
 

Instructor: Jacqueline Allain (jacqueline.allain@duke.edu)  
TA: Elsa Costa (elsa.costa@duke.edu)   

Office Hours: By appointment 
 

Course Description 
 
There is no part of the globe untouched by the history and legacy of modern European 
imperialism. Understanding this history and its legacy is critical to making sense of the 
challenges of contemporary political life. To that end, this course introduces students to political 
theories of imperialism and provides a comparative historical analysis of several European 
empires. Through readings drawn from a diverse array of academic disciplines, it explores 
questions of nationalism, modernity race, religious pluralism, state formation, globalization, and 
international governance. We will study the histories of various European empires; the 
intersections of imperialism, culture, gender, and sexuality; and the legacies of European 
imperialism.   
 
Assigned readings consist primarily of scholarly book chapters and journal articles. Class time 
will be devoted to short lectures, seminar-style discussions of the assigned materials, and 
analysis of relevant historical documents. Major assignments consist of short ‘letters’ to the 
authors of the assigned texts, a glossary of key terms, and a primary-sourced based research 
project. 
 
 

How this Course Will Run 
 
This is a hybrid online/in-person course. Most of our 75-minute class sessions will consist of a 
short lecture followed by a seminar discussion. I will record each lecture and upload it to Sakai 
promptly after class.  
 
For in-person students, the requirement is simply to attend class each day (for more on this, see 
the subheading Evaluation, below). Online students will have the option of participating in a 
synchronous/asynchronous manner, described as follows:  
 

Option 1: Zoom will be set up in our classroom. If you wish, you may simply attend 
each class session synchronously.  
Option 2: If you are unable to attend class synchronously, you may write a Sakai post for 
each class session (more on this can be found under Evaluation). So that I am better able 
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to plan lessons, please try to sign up (Sakaià Sign-Up) for any synchronous sessions you 
plan to attend by 9:30 PM EST the night before.  
Option 3: You may choose to do a combination of these two options, attending some 
sessions synchronously and writing Sakai posts for others. 
 

In a nutshell, one class attendance is equivalent to one Sakai post. Asynchronous participation 
means more writing (in the form of Sakai posts), synchronous participation means more 
speaking. The workload is the same either way. Because I appreciate the opportunity to have 
verbal seminar-style discussions with students, I encourage you to attend as many synchronous 
sessions as possible, but I understand that this is not feasible for everyone. 
 
 

Learning Objectives 
 
Students will: 
 

• Explore important debates, themes, and moments in the history of modern European 
imperialism  

• Critically analyze key theoretical concepts such as modernity, the West, nation, 
imperialism, and colonialism 

• Learn about the history and theory of modern European imperialism through the reading 
of texts from a variety of disciplines, including literary studies, history, sociology, and 
political theory  

• Do all of the above by engaging in seminar-style discussion with peers 
• Learn how to critically analyze historical primary source documents  
• Demonstrate their learning through a number of short writing assignments and a final 

project grounded in primary source analysis  
 

 
Student and Instructor Responsibilities 

 
I will elaborate on most of these points in the sections that follow, but in short, here are the 
expectations for this class. 
 
Students are expected to: 
 

• Read this syllabus in its entirely and read all announcements and emails that I generate  
• Submit work on time or request an extension in the event that that is not possible 
• Remain on top of the readings and lectures  
• Come to class on time (for synchronous participation)  
• Apprise me if you are experiencing difficulties with regard to your work for this class  
• Adhere to the Duke Community Standard  
• Treat the me and fellow students with respect 
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I and the TA will: 
 

• Evaluate all work fairly, according to transparent criteria, and in a timely manner 
• Offer thorough feedback on written work 
• Remain accessible to and in active communication with students  
• Treat all students with respect, and with sensitivity to students’ diverse and unique needs  

 
 

Evaluation 
 
This course will be graded out of 200 points, to be divvied up as follows:  
 
IN-PERSON Students 
 

• Attendance & Participation (50 pts.): Students are expected to attend and actively 
participate in our class discussions. See the subheading Attendance, below, for more 
information on our class attendance policy. Active participation can sometimes come in 
the form of simply asking thoughtful questions.  

• Rubenstein Activity (10 pts.): When our class visits the Rubenstein Library to look at 
historical documents, students will complete and submit a short activity analyzing the 
documents. This assignment is graded on the basis of completion and effort: you do it, 
you get credit. 

 
ONLINE Students 
 

• Attendance & Participation (50 pts.): Depending on whether you choose to take this 
course synchronously, asynchronously, or a combination of both, the Attendance & 
Participation portion of your grade will be based on synchronous class attendance and/or 
Sakai posts. When you attend our class sessions synchronously, you must participate in 
the seminar.  So that I am better able to plan lessons, please try to sign up for any 
synchronous sessions you plan to attend by 9:30 PM EST the night before (Sakaià Sign-
Up). For class sessions not attended synchronously, you are to write a Sakai post. 

o Sakai Posts: For each class session (with the exception of 7/15), I will pose a 
prompt or question related to that day’s lecture and assigned readings under 
Discussions on Sakai. You are to write a response to the prompt (approx. 50-70 
words), and then write a response to a peer (approx. 20 words). I am not looking 
for perfect, polished writing here, nor will I pose elaborate, difficult prompts; I 
simply want to see evidence that you have listened to the lecture and done the 
readings. If you are keeping up with the readings and lectures, this should not be 
difficult. I encourage you to use these posts as an opportunity to ask questions. 
Posts are due by 11:59 PM EST the day of the class. Late posts will not be 
accepted except under extenuating circumstances (see Late Assignments Policy, 
below, for more on this). 

• Digital Primary-Source Activity (10 pts.): Students will complete an activity that 
requires them to find primary sources through the rich collection of online primary source 
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databases to which Duke has access. This assignment is graded on the basis of 
completion and effort: you do it, you get credit. 

 
ALL Students 
 

• Letter Responses (30 pts.): Three times throughout the course, students will complete 
short writing assignments to guide their reading of challenging texts. These assignments 
will consist of 1-2-page ‘letters’ to the writers whose work you are reading. This might 
sound silly, but the purpose here is to get you to think carefully about what you are 
reading and be able to articulate points of uncertainty. This assignment is graded on the 
basis of completion and effort: you do it, you get credit.  

• Glossary (50 pts.): Everyone will create a glossary of terms relevant to this course, 
selected from a list provided by the instructor. 

• Final Project: Primary Source-Based Research Paper (60 pts.): For your final 
assignment, you are to locate a primary source at the Rubenstein Library, or digitally, via 
one of the primary source databases to which Duke Libraries maintains a subscription. 
Then, you are to write an 7-8-page research paper that analyses the chosen primary 
source and situates this analysis within a broader field of research on modern European 
imperialism. This assignment is broken down into multiple steps; everyone will submit a 
proposal and a draft before the final is due. 

• Extra Credit (6 pts.): Write a short analysis of any of the following films, connecting 
the film with at least two of our assigned readings: Algiers (1938), Something of Value 
(1957), Camp de Thiaroye (1988), The Other Conquest (2000), or The Revenant (2015).  

 
Detailed instructions for all of the above assignments can be found on Sakai via Assignments. I 
will go over each of these assignments in class. Due dates for all of the above assignments can be 
found on p. 11 of this syllabus  
 
The Duke University Trinity College of Arts & Sciences grading scale is as follows: 
 

A 93-100% (186-200 
pts)  

B+ 87-89% (174-180 
pts.)   

C+ 77-79% (154-158 
pts.)  

D+ 67-69% (134-138 
pts.) 

F 59% (118 pts.)  

A- 90-92 % (180-184 
pts.)  

B   83-86% (166-173 
pts.)  

C   73-76% (146-152 
pts.) 

D  63-66% (126-132 
pts.)  

 

 B- 80-82 % (160-164 
pts.) 

C- 70-72% (140-144 
pts.)  

D- 60-62% (120-124 
pts.)  

 

 
If you land “between” a grade—for example, 185 points—I will round up. J Obviously, the 
grade you earn is far less important than what you learn. Nevertheless, I am aware that grades 
are important to many students. If it is any consolation, please know that in my classes, genuine 
effort counts for a lot.  
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Late Assignments Policy 

 
Most writing assignments must be submitted via Sakai by 11:59 PM EST on their due dates. 
Letters, however, are due by class time (9:30 AM). This is because I like to read the letters 
before class to help me tailor the lecture and discussion.  
 
If you need an extension on any of these assignments, please talk to me about it as soon as you 
can! Unless you have been granted explicit permission for an extension, late assignments will 
incur a significant penalty:  
 

• Letters: 4 points per every 24 hours 
• Glossaries: 10 points per every 24 hours  
• Rubenstein Activity/Digital Primary Source Activity: 4 points per every 24 hours 

 
None of these assignments will not be accepted later than 48 hours after they are due. I will not 
award credit for late Sakai posts, final project proposals, final project drafts, or final project peer-
review worksheets—except under extenuating circumstances.  
 
As for your final project: Please note that I am required to submit your final grades within 48 
hours of the final exam period. Therefore, except only in very extreme cases, I absolutely cannot 
accept late final papers or give extensions. Plan your time accordingly. Similarly, I will not grant 
extensions for or accept late extra credit assignments.  
 
Any assignments submitted as Google Docs attachments to which I have not been granted access 
will not count as having been submitted.  
 
 

Attendance 
 
Everyone is entitled to one unexcused absence, no questions asked. (For online asynchronous 
students, this means you are entitled to one missing Sakai post.) More than one unexcused 
absence will impact the Attendance and Participation portion of your grade. In-person students 
may also take the asynchronous option on days they cannot make it to class by writing a Sakai 
post. I will count this as attendance.  
 
In the event of illness or an emergency, you are entitled to an excused absence. Please take a 
look at Duke’s policies on attendance. 
 
If there is something happening in your life that is preventing you from meeting the requirements 
of this course, please talk to me! You are entitled to your privacy and I am not asking anyone to 
divulge personal information beyond what they feel comfortable with; however, it is important 
for you to stay in communication with me so that we can work together to help you stay on track.    
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Accessibility 

 
I strive to create a welcoming and inclusive environment for all students. According to the Duke 
Disability Management System, students with disabilities are entitled to “reasonable, necessary, 
and appropriate accommodations in a timely manner.” If you have an accommodation need, 
please talk to me about it at your earliest convenience, and if necessary, schedule an appointment 
with a Student Disability Access Office staff member. I will do everything I can to ensure that 
your needs are met and that your work is evaluated fairly. If you are experiencing stress or 
anxiety related to the workload for this class, please talk to me. 
 
 

Classroom Etiquette 
 
The issues and ideas we are going to be discussing this semester are controversial. Sometimes, 
we will disagree with each other. Sometimes, we will disagree with the material we read. That is 
okay. However, students are expected to come to class having engaged with the readings in good 
faith, and prepared to treat each other—and me—with respect. I will do the same for you.  
 
In addition, given the subject matter, much of the material assigned in this course is upsetting 
and disturbing. Learning about the history of European imperialism necessarily entails reading 
about and discussing slavery, genocide, and racial and sexual violence. It is my aim to establish 
an environment where we can work through these problems with care for the historical and 
ethical weight of the task being undertaken.  
 
Students are allowed to use computers or tablets in class for the sole purposes of reading class 
materials and taking notes! It is obvious to me when someone is misusing technology; it is 
disrespectful and distracting. If you are someone who has a hard time avoiding browsing the 
internet when there is a computer in front of you (which I can certainly relate to!), may I suggest 
bringing hard copies of the readings to seminar, taking notes by hand, or, at the very least, 
simply turning off your wi-fi while in class? As for phone use, in the event that you urgently 
need to take a call or send a text, please simply step outside the classroom to do so. If I notice 
anyone listening to music on earbuds during class, I will count them as absent for that class.  
 
 

Office Hours  
 
I hold office hours meetings by appointment. If you ever feel confused by the readings, or just 
curious to discuss the course content in further depth with me, please do not hesitate to make an 
office hours appointment. No issue is too big or too small for an appointment. Holding office 
hours is part of my job, and I would be happy to meet with you.  
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Email 

 
I will respond to all emails within 24 hours, excluding weekends. Email should be used for basic 
communications only. More complex questions pertaining to the course material should be 
addressed during office hours. Please begin all emails with a proper salutation (“Dear 
Jacqueline” or “Dear Professor Allain,” for example).  
 
 

Academic Honesty 
 
I expect you to adhere to the Duke Community Standard. Plagiarism, which consists of 
representing another’s words or ideas as one’s own, will be treated as a serious offense and result 
in your being reported to the Office of Student Conduct. We will discuss this further in class. 
 
 

Reading Schedule 
 
Some of these readings are on Sakai (ResourcesàReadings) and are labelled as such; others you 
will need to access yourself through the Duke Library system, which we will go over how to do 
in class. On days where I have not specified any readings, there are no readings. For particularly 
difficult or dense readings, I have created readings guides and placed them on Sakai 
(Resourcesà Reading Guides). These are indicated by the initials RG.  
 
á Empires and Modernity   
Essential Questions: Empires have existed in places all over the world throughout human history, 
so what distinguishes ‘modern’ European imperialism from other forms of imperialism?  
 

• Monday, June 27 
• Tuesday, June 28 Jane Burbank and Frederick Cooper, Empires in World History: 

Power and the Politics of Difference (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2010), 
Chapter 1 (e-book) (RG).  

• Wednesday, June 29 Barbara Bush, Imperialism and Postcolonialism (London: 
Routledge, 2006) (excerpt) (Sakai) (RG).  

• Thursday, June 30  
• Friday, July 1 Aníbal Quijano, “Coloniality and Modernity/Rationality,” Cultural 

Studies 2-3 (2007): 168-178 (RG). 
 
á Holy Roman Empire 
Essential Questions: Is it accurate to call the Holy Roman Empire an ‘empire’? What makes 
something an empire?  
 

• Tuesday, July 5 
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á Spanish and Portuguese Colonization of the Americas 
Essential Questions: How did the idea of limpieza de sangre (“cleanliness of blood”), which 
originated in Iberia as a form of anti-Jewish and anti-Muslim discrimination, get transported by 
Spanish colonizers to the so-called New World? How did limpieza de sangre change to suit the 
Spanish colonial project? How are anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, and other forms of racial 
discrimination historically linked?  
 

• Wednesday, July 6 María Elena Martínez, Genealogical Fictions: Limpieza de Sangre, 
Religion, and Gender in Colonial Mexico (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2008) 
(excerpts) (Sakai) (RG). 
 

á The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade & Atlantic Slavery  
Essential Questions: How did the forced transport of approximately 12-million African captives 
across the Atlantic radically alter the course of world history? What kinds of societies were 
established on the basis of slavery in the Atlantic World? How did enslaved people live, survive, 
and sometimes resist the terms of their subjugation in such societies? 
 

• Thursday, July 7 
• Friday, July 8 Vincent Brown, “Spiritual Terror and Sacred Authority in Jamaican Slave 

Society,” Slavery and Abolition 24 (2003): 24-53. 
 
á Caribbean Indigeneity and International Law   
Essential Questions: What is the history of European encounters with the Indigenous peoples of 
the Caribbean? How has the narrative of Indigenous ‘extinction’ erased the continued presence 
of Indigenous people in the region?  
 

• Monday, July 11 Antony Anghie, “Francisco de Vitoria and the Colonial Origins of 
International Law,” Social & Legal Studies 5 (1996): 321-336. (RG). 

• Tuesday, July 12  
 
á The Russian Empire   
Essential Questions: How did the Russian empire change in form in the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries? How did ethnic minorities fare under Russian rule, and what does this tell 
us about empires and the management of difference? 

• Wednesday, July 13  Jeff Sahadeo, Russian Colonial Society in Tashkent, 1865-1923 
(Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2007), Prologue and Chapter 2 (e-book). 	

á The Haitian Revolution 
Essential Questions: What is the significance of the Haitian Revolution and the founding of the 
nation of Haiti, the first nation in the history of the world to outlaw slavery? Why was the 
significance of this event ignored by mainstream scholars for many decades? What ripple-effects 
did the Revolution have throughout the world?  

• Thursday, July 14 Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the 
Production of History (Boston: Beacon Press, 1995), Chapter 3 (e-book) (RG).	
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• Friday, July 15 Class will meet at the Rubenstein Library.   	
• Monday, July 18 	

á New Imperialism 
Essential Questions: How did the form of European imperial projects change in the late 
nineteenth century?  

• Tuesday, July 19 	
• Wednesday, July 20 Uday Singh Mehta, Liberalism and Empire: A Study in Nineteenth-

Century British Liberal Thought (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999) (excerpts) 
(Sakai) (RG). 	

• Thursday, July 21 Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa (1972; reis., 
London: Verso, 2018) (excerpts) (Sakai) (RG). 	

• Friday, July 22 	

á Gender, Sexuality, and Empire 
Essential Questions: Why is it important to understand European imperial endeavors as 
‘gendered’? In what ways did such endeavors entail attempts to rework colonized people’s 
bodies and minds, particularly with regard to gender and sexuality?  
 

• Monday, July 25 Melanie Newton, “Gender,” in The Princeton Companion to Atlantic 
History, ed. Joseph C. Miller, Vincent Brown, Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra, Laurent Dubois, 
and Karen Ordahl Kupperman, 220-225 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2014) 
(Sakai). 

• Tuesday, July 26 Leila Abouzeid, Return to Childhood: The Memoir of a Modern 
Moroccan Woman, trans. Heather Logan Taylor (Austin: Center for Middle Eastern 
Studies at the University of Texas at Austin, 1998) (excerpts) (RG) (Sakai). 

 
á The Cultural Politics of Empire   
Essential Questions: We often think of imperialism in terms of its effects on lives of colonized 
peoples. But how was overseas empire received in the metropole? How were Europeans exposed 
to imperialism through print media, literature, advertisements, and the arts? How did this 
exposure change Europeans’ subjectivities?  
 

• Wednesday, July 27  
• Thursday, July 28 Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage, 1979) (excerpts) 

(Sakai) (RG). 
• Friday, July 29 Class cancelled for peer-review workshop. 

 
á Decolonization  
Essential Questions: What were the goals of twentieth-century decolonization movements? Were 
these movements successful? What are the continued legacies of European imperialism? 
 

• Monday, August 1 Caché (dir. Michael Haneke, 2005) or The Wind That Shakes the 
Barley (dir. Ken Loach, 2006) (you choose).  

• Tuesday, August 2 Class will meet at the Nasher Museum of Art.  
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• Wednesday, August 3 Frantz Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth, trans. Richard Philcox 
(1961; reis., New York: Grove Press, 2004) (excerpts) (Sakai) (RG). 

• Thursday, August 4  Kevin Edmonds, “Fifty Years of Caribbean Independence: Real 
and Imagined,” NACLA, November 8, 2012, https://nacla.org/article/fifty-years-
caribbean-independence-real-and-imagined.   
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Week Date Read/Watch/Listen 

to Before Class 
Class Agenda  Due by 9:30 AM EST Due at 11:59 PM EST 

1 6/27 Syllabus  Introductions and course overview     
6/28 Burbank & Cooper 

(RG) 
Lecture: Course Introduction 
Discussion of reading 

  

6/29 Bush (RG)  Lecture: Empires and ‘Modernity’ 
Discussion of reading 

  

6/30  Lecture: The First Wave of European Colonization  
Primary source analysis (PSA) of Manuel de Morais’ letter from 
Colombo, Sri Lanka (1548) 

  

7/1 Quijano (RG) Lecture: Imperialism, Power, and Knowledge   
Discussion of reading 
PSA of various casta paintings  

Letter 1  

2 7/5  Lecture: The Holy Roman Empire 
Discussion 

  

7/6 Martínez (RG) Lecture: The Iberian Atlantic  
Discussion of reading 
PSA of “Treatise on the Superstitions… of the Aboriginal Races of 
Mexico” (1656) 

  

7/7   Lecture: The Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade  
PSA of Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano (1789)  

  

7/8  Brown Lecture: ‘New World’ Plantation Slavery  
Discussion of reading 
PSA of “‘I was a few years back a slave on your property’: A Letter 
from Mary Williamson to her Former Owner” (1809) 

  

3 7/11 Anghie (RG) Lecture: Caribbean Indigeneity & International Law  
Discussion of reading 
PSA of “A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies” (1552) by 
Bartolome de las Cases 

  

7/12  Viewing and discussion of The Garifuna Journey   
7/13 Sahadeo  Lecture: The Russian Empire 

Discussion of reading 
PSA of “Sibiriaks” (1916) by Marie Czaplicka 

  

7/14 Trouillot (RG) Lecture: The Haitian Revolution 
Discussion of reading 
PSA of “The Haitian Declaration of Independence” (1804)  

Letter 2  

7/15  RUBENSTEIN VISIT  Rubenstein Activity/ 
Digital Primary Source Activity 

4 7/18  Lecture: Globalizing the Haitian Revolution   
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PSA of  “An Exchange of Letters: Alexandre Pétion and Simón 
Bolívar” (1816)  

7/19  Lecture: New Imperialism 
PSA of “Britain's Imperial Destiny” (1896-1899) by W.S. Blunt 

  Glossary 
 

7/20 Mehta (RG)  Lecture: British India  
PSA of “Minute on Education” by T.B. Macauley (1835)  

  

7/21 Rodney (RG) Lecture: The Colonization of Africa 
Discussion of reading 

  

7/22  Lecture: Managing Empire   
PSA of “The Welfare on Java and Madura: Dutch East Indies 
Welfare Committee” (1901) 

 Final Project Proposal 
 

5 7/25 Newton Lecture: Gender, Sexuality, & Imperialism 
Discussion of reading 
PSA of “Sex in Primitive Society” (1899) by W.I. Thomas 

  

7/26 Abouzeid (RG) Lecture: French North Africa  
Discussion of Reading  

  

7/27  Lecture: Cultural Representations of Empire   
PSA of various nineteenth-century print advertisements  

  

7/28 Said  Lecture: Orientalism 
Discussion of reading 
PSA of various Orientalist paintings 

Letter 3  

7/29  CLASS CANCELLED   Final Project Draft 
6 8/1 Caché or The Wind 

That Shakes the 
Barley* 
 
 

Lecture: Decolonization, Part I 
Discussion of films 
Reading and discussion of “Why an Irish Buddhist Resisted Empire 
in Burma” (2020) by Laurence Cox, Alicia Turner, And Brian 
Bocking 

  

8/2  NASHER VISIT  Peer-Review Worksheet 
 

8/3 Fanon (RG) Lecture: Decolonization, Part II 
Discussion of reading 
PSA of “African Unity and National Independence” (1959)  by 
Patrice Lumumba  

  

8/4 Edmonds Lecture: Imperialism Today  
Discussion of reading 

 Extra-Credit Assignment  
 

 
Final Projects due at final exam block, August 7, 2022 

 
* CW for both films for graphic depictions of violence, including suicide in Caché. Please speak to me if this is an issue for you so we 
can determine an appropriate work-around.  


