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Book Review Assignment 
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For this assignment, you are to review one of the following books:  
 

Peter James Hudson, Bankers and Empire: How Wall Street Colonized the Caribbean 
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017).  

 
Felicia Kornbluh and Gwendolyn Mink, Ensuring Poverty: Welfare Reform in Feminist 

Perspective (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2019).  
 

Daniel B. Rood, The Reinvention of Atlantic Slavery: Technology, Labor, Race, and 
Capitalism in The Greater Caribbean (New York: Oxford University Press, 
2017).  

 
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor, Race for Profit: How Banks and the Real Estate Industry 

Undermined Black Homeownership (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina 
Press, 2019).  

   
Carl Wennerlind, Casualties of Credit: The English Financial Revolution, 1620-1720 

(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2011).  
 
As you read your chosen book, complete the graphic organizer on p. 3 of this assignment sheet. 
Be sure to complete this step first; it will help you with your review! Then, write a 3-4-page 
review of the book, considering the following questions:  
 

• What is the author’s main argument? In other words, what is the thesis of the book? 
• How is the book structured?  
• How does the author situate their book amidst the other literature in their field? Does the 

author seek to set their work apart from other work, and if so, how?  
• What kinds of sources does the author use? For example, does the book draw from visual 

sources, government documents, or court cases? Do different chapters draw on different 
sources? What kind of analysis does this source base allow the author to do? Are there 
any limitations to what these sources offer?  

• What does the book do well? Does the book have any weakness that you can identify? 
 
Please note that a book review is different than a book report! A book report merely summarizes 
a book. A book review, by contrast, offers a critical analysis of the book—going beyond mere 
summary.  
 



How to Format Your Review: 12 pt. font, Times or Times New Roman, double-spaced, 1” 
margins. At the top of the first page, write out the bibliographical information of your chosen 
book. Throughout the piece itself, you do not need to use footnotes; simply cite page numbers 
parenthetically when quoting from the text. Reviews should be saved as Word documents titled 
LastName_BookReview and uploaded to Dropbox.  
 
To receive full credit for this assignment, you must submit your completed graphic organizer 
along with the review itself.  
 
Tips for Success: 
 

• You need to assume that the person reading this assignment has never read your chosen 
book before.  

• Keep quotations to a minimum. That does not mean that you cannot use quotations—but 
before you do, ask yourself, “is there any way I could say this in my own words? Would 
putting this in my own words dilute the meaning of what is being said?” Block quotes 
should not be used. 

• Avoid the use of contractions (don’t, can’t, won’t, etc.)—spell words out (do not, cannot, 
will not). This is not very important (you will not be marked down for it), but in formal 
academic writing, contractions usually are not used.  

• Avoid the phrase “great job” (i.e. “the author does a great job of proving XYZ”).  



 Chapter Sources 
(e.g. government 
documents, personal 
letters, etc.)  

Chapter Thesis Questions/Thoughts 

Introduction    
Chapter 1    
Chapter 2    
Chapter 3    

 
(Add to the above GO for as many chapters as your book contains) 
 
 



 


