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Writing 101: Feminism Around the World 
Instructor Jacqueline Allain 

 
 

FINAL ASSIGNMENT: MULTIGENRE PROJECT 
 

Due: Tuesday, April 26, 2 PM 
 

N.B. Do not be alarmed by the length of this document. Take a deep breath. Read carefully. It 
will be okay.  
 
Think of the multigenre project (MGP)1 as an occasion to try your hand at a number of different 
genres we have encountered over the course of the semester. It is also an opportunity to dig deep 
into and enhance your knowledge of a key theme, event, or figure from our course.  
 
For this assignment, you are asked to produce three pieces of writing, plus an introduction, each 
representing a different genre, all cohering around a single topic. Through the writing of these 
three pieces, you are to explore your chosen topic in great depth and from different angles, 
providing varied, perhaps even conflicting, perspectives on it.  
 
Here is how it will work: you will spend some time thinking of a topic that interests you, and 
then you are to submit a proposal outlining which three genres you think will most effectively 
allow you to explore your topic (see the following page for details on this). As for genres, you 
are to select one option from each of the following categories:  
 

Category A Category B Category C 
An op-ed 
A press release 

A personal essay 
A film analysis 

A poem  
A song 
A short piece of fiction  
A diary entry  
A letter  

 
In addition, your project must include an introduction and a bibliography.  
 
Project Steps and Due Dates 
 

• 3/23/2022: Proposals due. Please see the document titled MGP Proposals for more 
guidance on this. 

• 4/4/2022: Peer-review workshop of Category B drafts. Drafts due in class; worksheets 
due at 11:59 pm EST. 

• 4/13/2022: Peer-review workshop of Category A drafts. Drafts due in class; worksheets 
due at 11:59 pm EST. 

• 4/20/26: OPTIONAL group workshop at 5:15 PM in Old Chem 003. Anyone who wants 
to can meet there to workshop their Category C reflection piece or their introduction.   

 
1 Adapted from Tom Romano, Fearless Writing: Multigenre to Motivate and Inspire (Portsmouth: Heinemann, 
2013).  
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• 4/26/2022: MGPs due. Presentations.  
 
Peer-Review Workshops  
 
On the day of the workshops, you are to bring two copies of your draft to class: one for me to 
collect and offer you feedback on, and one to share with your partner for peer-review. I will 
randomly break the class up into pairs for peer-review. In order to facilitate the review process, I 
will give everyone a worksheet to complete. If you do not finish it in class, you will have until 
11:59 pm EST that night to complete your worksheet and email it to your peer. When you email 
it to your peer, please copy me! What I am looking for is evidence that you have thoroughly read 
your peer’s work and made an earnest effort to provide helpful feedback.  
 
Evaluation  
 
This project is worth 84 points. You automatically earn 15 points simply by handing in your two 
drafts, handing in your two peer-review worksheets, and presenting your work at the colloquium. 
The remaining points will be allotted according to the rubrics laid out in the pages that follow. 
Here is a points breakdown:  
 

Item Due Date Points 
Proposal 3/23/2022 4 
Category B Peer Review (draft & worksheet) 4/4/2022 4 
Category A Peer Review (draft & worksheet) 4/13//2022 4 
Presentation 4/26/2022 3 
MGP 

Introduction 
Category A 
Category B 
Category C 
Bibliography  

4/26/2022 
 

 
5  
20 
20 
20 
4 

 
Please note that the presentation is intended to be very casual. I am not asking you to create a 
PowerPoint, or even really to prepare for it in any way. All I want you to do is talk to the class 
about your MGP—the topic you chose, the genres you selected, and what you learned. Very 
simple and straightforward. This is not meant to be stressful! 
 
Research and Sources 
 
Many of the genres listed above do not usually require bibliographies.  In this case, however, 
because I would like to see evidence of your engagement with scholarly sources, I am asking you 
to provide a bibliography, formatted MLA style. You are permitted to use the same source 
multiple times, but the same source will not count twice. Your project should contain a minimum 
of seven sources. These can include primary and scholarly secondary sources, both assigned 
readings and materials you have found on your own. In class on 3/16/22, we will be discussing 
how to find and vet appropriate scholarly sources. (Random .com websites do not count!)  
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General Instructions and Guidelines  
 

• Unlike with our essays, you do not have to adhere to the normal 12 pt. font, Times New 
Roman, double-spaced requirement. Feel free to be creative and play around with 
different formats as you wish.  

• You should keep quotations to a minimum. That does not mean that you cannot use 
quotations—but before you do, ask yourself, “is there any way I could say this in my own 
words? Would putting this in my own words dilute the meaning of what is being said?” 
Block quotes should not be used. If you do choose to use quotations, be sure to analyze 
and unpack them.  

• If you speak or read any languages besides English, you are absolutely permitted to use 
non-English sources! But if you quote from a non-English source, please translate it into 
English. Simply write “my translation” in parentheses after the quoted text, like this: 
“blah blah blah” (my translation).  

Citations/Bibliography 

All citations and bibliographies must follow MLA format, as outlined here: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/ml
a_general_format.html.  

 

  



 4 

Introduction Instructions 
 

Your approximately 300-500-word introduction should present readers with an overview of your 
MGP, what led to your interest in your topic, and the three pieces that follow. Use the 
introduction as a space to provide readers with background information on your topic. 
Remember, as with all of our writing assignments, you are writing for a curious but relatively 
uninformed audience. You can assume, for example, that they are familiar with the term 
feminism, but perhaps not with structural adjustment policy. As such, it is incumbent on you to 
define key terms and give readers a sense of the literature with which you are engaging.  
 
I am not requiring that you reference a given number of sources; reference however many you 
need to. But you will need to reference some. These should be cited in-text using MLA format 
and also included in the bibliography at the end of the project.  
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Category A Instructions 

 
❊Instructions for OP-ED 
Write a 600-800-word op-ed on a topic relevant to your chosen MGP theme. Remember that the 
purpose of an op-ed is to convince a public audience of an argument. Please note that you do not 
have to write about a current issue, though you may do so if you wish. You can pretend you are 
writing in the past. The possibilities of what to write about are nearly limitless. Whatever you 
choose to write about, be sure that it is relevant to your MGP topic, and be sure to ground it in a 
particular time and place. In other words, imagine you are living a particular society at a 
particular time and addressing members of that society. The op-ed should meet the standards we 
discussed in class. Please see the relevant Google Slides presentation on Sakai in the folder titled 
Slides to refresh your memory. Please also take a look at this webpage: 
https://twp.duke.edu/sites/twp.duke.edu/files/file-attachments/op-ed-1.original.pdf.  
 
❊Instructions for PRESS RELEASE 
Pretend that you are writing as part of an advocacy organization (real or imagined), and write a 
300-400-word press release offering your organization’s response to a breaking news event 
(again, real or imagined). Your press release should address the who, what, when, where, and 
why of your chosen event in an easily digestible format. The press release should meet the 
standards we discussed in class. Please see the relevant Google Slides presentation on Sakai in 
the folder titled Slides to refresh your memory.   
 
❊Instructions for BOTH 
Feel free to draw from as many sources, both assigned and ones you have found on your own, as 
you need. You do not need to cite these formally, though if they are online, you will want to 
hyperlink to them, as is typical in these genres of writing. You must cite your sources in the 
bibliography.  
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Category B Instructions 
 
❊Instructions for PERSONAL ESSAY 
Write roughly 800-1,000-word essay weaving together your personal experiences and the topic 
of your MGP. You can either write as yourself or assume the role of a character. Recall that 
personal essays can be intellectually rigorous; for example, Kim TallBear’s essay interweaves 
reflections about her life with scholarly analysis. Ground your observations in careful analysis of 
the literature on your topic. Your essay should make some sort of argument about an issue 
relevant to your MGP topic.  
 
❊Instructions for FILM ANALYSIS 
Write an approximately 800-1,000-word analysis of a film relevant to your MGP topic. Unlike 
the sort of film review typically found in newspapers, what I am asking you to do here is focus 
less on the acting, cinematography, and quality of the film (though you may offer your thoughts 
on these aspects if you wish) than on reading the film as a text that offers cultural and political 
commentary. In other words, beyond merely stating whether or not you enjoy the film, your 
review should contextualize the film within the study of your MGP topic. Questions you might 
wish to consider include: What does your chosen film tell us about the cultural discourses 
surrounding your topic? How accurate is the film’s representation of real events? What political 
message, overt or covert, does the film offer? Please see this webpage for more tips on how to 
write a film analysis: https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/film-analysis/ (scroll down to 
the subheading Cultural/Historical Analysis—this is what I want you to do).  
 
❊Instructions for BOTH 
I am not requiring that you reference a given number of sources; reference however many you 
need to. But you will need to reference some. These should be cited in-text using MLA format. 
All of your sources should be included in the bibliography at the end of the project.  
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Category C Instructions 
 
❊Instructions for POEM, SONG or SHORT PIECE OF FICTION  
Explore your creative side by writing poetry or fiction that relates to your MGP topic. These are 
very open-ended options. There is no length requirement.   
 
❊Instructions for DIARY ENTRY or LETTER  
There are two ways to approach this. You could assume the role of a character writing about a 
historical or contemporary event relevant to your MGP topic. Or you could simply write a diary 
entry or letter in your own voice, about your own thoughts and experiences. For example, you 
could write a letter to the editor of a newspaper (see this link for more information: 
https://twp.duke.edu/sites/twp.duke.edu/files/file-attachments/letter-to-the-editor-1.original.pdf). 
There is no length requirement.    
 
❊Instructions for ALL 
Each of the above assignments must be accompanied by a 300-500-word reflection piece 
providing framing for what you have written. What background information must the reader 
know to get as much as possible out of your piece? For example, if you have written a story, 
when and where does the story take place? Why did you make the authorial choices that you did? 
As I am not a creative writing instructor, it is this reflection piece, and not the creative 
component, which I will be evaluating.   
 
I am not requiring that you reference a given number of sources; reference however many you 
need to. But you will need to reference some. These should be cited in-text using MLA format 
and also included in the bibliography at the end of the project.  
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Checklist 
 

This is optional, but before submitting your MGP, I would recommend taking a few moments to go through the following checklist to 
make sure you have done everything you need to do.  

 
COMPONENT DONE N/A 
Introduction 
My Introduction is roughly 300-500 words in length    
Sources are cited in-text according to MLA format   
Category A 
My piece of writing is the specified length    
My piece of writing draws from appropriate scholarly and/or primary sources   
When appropriate, my sources are hyperlinked in the body of the text   
Category B 
My piece of writing is roughly 800-1,000 words in length   
My piece of writing draws from appropriate scholarly and/or primary sources   
My sources are cited in-text according to MLA format   
Category C 
My creative piece of writing is accompanied by a 300-500-word reflection   
My reflection draws from appropriate scholarly and/or primary sources   
My sources are cited in-text according to MLA format   
Bibliography 
I have created a bibliography containing 7 appropriate scholarly and/or primary sources, formatted 
according to MLA style, and placed it at the end of the MGP 

  

 


